




SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

“ARE YOU A HEALTHY TREE?”
The readings for the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
speak to the choices we all face: living our lives in the 
context of what God values versus what the world 
values.  Scripture is consistent in telling us that those 
who place their trust in that which God values find  
blessings and wisdom. 

In the first reading, we hear the prophet Jeremiah offer 
contrasting images of a barren bush and a healthy tree.  
Born in 650 BC, Jeremiah prophesied in the years 
leading into the Babylonian Exile of 597-538 BC.  Within 
the turbulent and uncertain times of mid-seventh century 
BC Israel, Jeremiah saw that many of his fellow Israelites 
trusted more in human beings than in God.  For 
Jeremiah, trusting more in people than in God was the 
essence of sin, and the sure path to national destruction.  
Jeremiah drew upon two images commonly seen in the 
land of the Israelites: barren bushes in deserts and 
healthy trees near streams.  These were useful images 
for Jeremiah because it helped to illustrate dramatically 
the contrasting futures facing Israel.  Today’s reading 
from Jeremiah occurred during the eleven-year reign of 
King Jehoiakim, the decade before the Babylonian Exile.  
During this time, many Israelites in the southern kingdom 
of Judah participated in sins ranging from the worship of 
foreign gods to the neglect of those most vulnerable in 
society – the poor, the widow, and the stranger.  
Jeremiah prophesied that unless Israel turned its heart 
back to God, placing its own hope and trust in the God of 
Israel, a dire future awaited Israel.  Tragically, Jeremiah’s 
prophecies were fulfilled.  Israel did not turn back to God, 
and Jeremiah witnessed the southern kingdom of Judah 
captured by the Babylonian Empire in 597 BC, followed 
by the mass deportation of the Israelites to Babylon and 
the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the Temple in 
587 BC. 

Israel’s prophetic tradition was filled with the types of 
contrasting images presented by Jeremiah in today’s first 
reading. We see a continuation of these prophetic 
contrasting images in Jesus’ public ministry.  The Gospel 
reading for today is Luke’s version of Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Plain.  The sermon begins with contrasting images of 
the blessings and the woes.  (Note that both Matthew 
and Luke present Jesus delivering this major sermon.  
Compare Mt 5:1 – 7:27, the Sermon on the Mount with 
Lk 6:20-49, the Sermon on the Plain).  These contrasting 
blessings and woes point to one of the major themes in 
Luke’s Gospel: the great reversal being realized in the 
coming of the kingdom of God.  Luke places a special 
emphasis on the social and economic conditions that 
created the significant disparity among the Jews (see, for 
example, Mary’s canticle, 1:46-55; the parable of the rich 
fool, 12:16-21; and the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, 16:19-31).  Throughout his public ministry, 
Jesus invited his followers to trust in God and be open to 
the kingdom of God where God’s blessings and wisdom  

are abundant. 

In his First Letter to the Corinthians, Paul challenged the 
values of his world, which questioned the idea of a 
resurrection from the dead.  As a man of faith, Paul 
believed and trusted that God did raise Jesus from the 
dead.  We are no less challenged today by a world filled 
with values contrary to our Christian faith. 
 

 
8:00am-MERIDIAN – Mass with distribution of ashes 
following Mass. 
12:00-MERIDIAN – Mass with distribution of ashes 
following Mass. 
6:00pm-MERIDIAN – Stations of the Cross 
6:30pm-MERIDIAN – Mass with distribution of ashes 
following Mass. 

 
Please pray for the soul of Josephine Piroch who 
passed away recently.  May her soul and all the souls of 
the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts:  The St. Fidelis Mission Trip 
group will provide free Krispy Kreme donuts after the 
8am Mass in Meridian this Sunday, February 14th.  They 
will also be taking orders after all the Masses in Meridian 
for Krispy Kreme donuts.  You can order donuts-by-the-
dozen to be delivered the following weekend – February 
21st.  All proceeds will benefit the 2010 Mission Trip to 
West Virginia.  Your generosity is always greatly  
appreciated! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  Mark your calendars for 
this year's VBS and come sail with us on the High Seas! 
We have a slightly different week for VBS this year:  June 
28 through July 2.  We need to see all our special kids 
and the teen helpers for a week in which we will  
experience the deep rolling waters of God's love! 

St. Fidelis CCD program is going to partner with 
Global Links, which collects medical supplies for 
shipment to needy countries.  We will be collecting USED 
crutches, collapsible walkers and non-motorized 
wheelchairs to be shipped to Haiti.  All items must be 
clean and in good condition.  The Religious Ed. Office 
will gather the materials and see that they are delivered 
to one of the Global Links drop-off points.  All items must 
be brought to the Religious Ed. Office or left in the  
narthex no later than March 1.  

A Message from Auxiliary Bishop of Boston, Robert 
F. Hennessey:  “Every time that someone returns to the 
Sacrament of Confession, Heaven celebrates.  And that 
unbelievable experience of joy becomes ours when we 
are forgiven.” 



 
Altar Society Schedule 

Week of February 14 – Barb Jarecki 

Centering Prayer will be held for 20 minutes weekly following 
the 8 a.m. Tuesday Mass in Lyndora.  All are invited.  For 
information call, Dolores Elli at 724-282-6001. 

Marian Prayer group will meet the first and third Monday of 
each month at 7:30pm.  Call Gary & Janet Salusky at 724-
789-7777 for information.  
 
The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy is prayed every Thursday 
after the 8:00am Mass at Lyndora.  Please come and pray with  
us! 

Themed Basket Chinese Auction:  In conjunction with the 
Men’s Club “Spring Fling”, the Christian Women’s Guild will 
be sponsoring a themed basket Chinese Auction.  We are 
asking our creative parishioners to donate baskets for this 
event.  Completed baskets may be dropped off at the parish 
office Monday-Thursday from 9am-2pm.  Please include 
your name and a list of the basket’s contents.  Drop-off 
deadline is Wednesday, March 24th.  For more information,  
please call Barb or Karen at the parish office-724-482-2690. 

Christian Women’s Guild Prayer Chain: 
The Christian Women wish to share their love and 
concern for others by extending their ministry of the 
prayer chain to the entire parish.  The names of the sick 
and hospitalized will be published in the bulletin for three 
weeks unless otherwise requested.  Requests must be 
given to Mary Ellen Cupps, 724-482-2500 or Fran 
McConnell, 724-789-9433 by Noon on Mondays.  Please 
remember: Doreen Albin, Marilyn B., William Bajcz, Charles 
Barb, Becky, Alice Bradley, Vera Buckowsky, John Burlett, 
Steve C., John Chuba, Mary K. Chuba, Kate Connors, 
Karen Conrad, Sandy Davidson, Luann Davis, Jackie 
DeLess, Carmen DeRose, Vivian DeSantis, John Dottle, 
Tom Duggan, Diane Ellis, Emma & Christine, Mary F., 
Michael F., Michael Gargalis, Sheila Gibson, Paul Graham, 
Vern Hinchberger, LaVerna Hortert, James, Frank K., Sara 
K., Stanley Klara, Ashley Kline, Evelyn Kochanowski, Mike 
Konieczny, Rose Ann Konieczny, John Kristofek, Donna 
Kudamik, Dorothy Lazar, Kristen Lindsay, Gerald Lytle, 
Mary Elizabeth, Ed Matulo, Scott McCue, Sandra McNees, 
Frank Michalek, Renell & Jim Mortimer, Trevor & Rachel 
Mueller, Nelly & Vickie, Matthew Noto, Tim O’Farrell, Pat 
Pelligrino, Ingrid & Roslyn Marie Peth, Ronna Pindel, John 
Pinto, Madeline & Richard Polscak, Mary Popovich, John 
Ragan, Mary Beth Regan, Kristofer Robinson, Pamela 
Salopek, Mitchell Shaw, Mary Sheppeck, Marge Sherman, 
Michael Simms, Barney Slupe, Phyllis Slupe, George 
Straynick, Lauren Stroje, Laura Tanaka, Tina’s Family, Tom, 
Harry Twerdok, Christina Virgil, Al & Florence Werner, 
Virginia Yossa, those in the military and for all special 
intentions in your prayers.  

R. E. NEWS BEE 
    Feb. 14: 9 am-- pre-grade 5 (Mardi Gras) 
             6 pm-- grades 6, 7, 8 (Mardi Gras) 
  
    Feb. 15: 6 pm-- grades pre-grade 5 (Mardi Gras) 
  
  
    Feb. 21: 9 am--pre-grade 5 
             6 pm - grades 6, 7 
  
    Feb. 22: 6 pm-- pre-grade 5 

  

YOUTH GROUP SCOOP 
Mark your calendar: 

Slippery Rock ARC: 2/20 (Aebersold Recreational 
Center) on SRU Campus.  Youth Group is meeting from 
2-5pm to enjoy the indoor pool, rock wall, track and open 
gym.  $3.00 will reserve your spot.  Please give your 
money and signed consent to Chris by 2/17.  Chaperones 
are needed (male and female.) 
Friday Fish Frys: 2/12 through 3/26.  25-30 youth are 
needed weekly for the successful running of the fish frys.  In 
addition, 2 adults are needed weekly to supervise youth 
responsibilities.  Please contact Chris if you are willing to 
participate.  Service Perks begin 2/12. 
Youth Group Olympics – Tuesday, March 2nd.  All grades 
6:30-8:00pm. 
2010 WV Mission Trip:  June 20-25.  Details will follow. 
Check out the YG Bulletin Board outside the CCD 
office and the website for upcoming events. 
 

 
Spring Fling:  Tickets for the 
Men’s Club Spring Fling to be 
held April 24th will be sold at our 
Lenten Fish Dinners.  Tickets are 
$30 per person.   

 
Thank You!  The clients of Lifesteps have sent many 
thank you notes to the parish office for the beautiful gifts 
you bought for them at Christmas.  Over 200 gifts were 
donated.   
 
World Marriage Day:  Family celebration of Valentine’s 
Day with a potluck lunch and renewal of wedding vows.  
Sunday, February 14th, 1:30-3:30pm at St. Andrew RC 
Church, 1660 N. Main St. Ext., Butler.  Bring a casserole 
or dessert to share.  Craft planned for children.  No 
reservations needed.  Everyone welcome!  Please call  
724-282-8280 for more information. 

A Family Perspective: In order to be with the people, 
today’s gospel tells us “Jesus came down the mountain 
and stood on level ground.”  World Marriage Day reminds 
us marriage is not lived on the lofty mountain tops but in 
the nitty gritty of every day life. 
 
The Diocese Victim Assistance Hotline Telephone 
Number is 888-808-1235. 
 
 

           WEEKLY OFFERTORY 

Income 2/7/10                                $13,183.00

Haiti Relief                                       $45.00

Parish Share                                     $710.00

Building Improvement 
Campaign (BIC) 

                                    $315.00 



Connect with God 
 
The “Connect with God” Lenten Series is for  
   EVERYONE  
who needs some help getting through the daily grind.   
Of course the simple quick answer is just pray.   
However, praying seems to be a challenge and many  
of us feel that the choice is either go to a monastery  
to live a life of prayer OR live out in the world and  
try to hang-on as life spins faster and faster.   
Come and discover how you can do both –  
in a way that is simple and do-able.   
 
Connect with God will be offered at 7:15 pm on  
Wed. February 24, March 3, 10 - the last session  
will be Sunday March 21. This will be after  
the 6 pm Stations and the 6:30 pm Mass.  Light refreshments will  
be served, and babysitting will be available if needed.  Call the office at:  
724-482-2690 to let us know if you will need babysitting. 
In addition to Wednesdays, the series will also be offered Sundays  
February 21, March 7, and 21 at 6:15 pm while the older youth are in CCD.   
There will not be babysitting available during the Sunday series.  The March 21 evening 
will be lead by Fr. Stephen Concordia from St. Vincent Archabbey. 

With help from Cookie Salak, our music minister, and some of the choir we will have a 
beautiful experience of a chanted evening prayer service (vespers).  

Invite Someone Home for Easter.  Do you know someone who could use some encouragement in 
coming back to their Catholic faith?  St. Fidelis Parish would like to welcome them home for Easter.  
In providing the person(s) name and address, they will receive a personal invitation to celebrate the 
church’s holiest time of the year, Easter.  Let us all do our part to bring the lost sheep back into the 
fold of our parish family.  Please fill out below  and turn it in to the parish office. 
 

      Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________ Phone Number:________________ 

Please notice the 
changes and 
additions. 


